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Ger many and Luxembour g have nor mal i zed r el at i ons.  Gr eece i s  t o f ol l ow wi t hi n 
t he week,  I r el and soon af t er .   Fr ance' s  r esi st ance i s  sof t eni ng as a r esul t  
of  concessi ons won by Ger many.   Canada' s Ambassador  Howar d Bal l och pr esent s 
hi s  cr edent i al s,  accompani ed by j our nal i s t s  of  The Tor ont o St ar ,  The Gl obe 
and Mai l ,  La Pr esse and t he CBC.  Thi s week' s  FOCUS sect i on of f er s 
per spect i ves of  t wo of  t he Canadi an j our nal i s t s  who made t he t r i p t o 
Pyongyang.  
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1.  CREDENTI ALS PRESENTED TO KI M YONG NAM BY FI RST CANADI AN AMBASSADOR 
Kor ea Cent r al  News Agency ( KCNA) ,  Pyongyang,  28 Febr uar y 2001 
 
Ki m Yong Nam,  Pr esi dent  of  t he pr esi di um of  t he DPRK Supr eme Peopl e' s  
Assembl y,  r ecei ved cr edent i al s  f r om Howar d Rober t  Bal l och,  f i r s t  Canadi an 
ambassador  e. p.  t o t he DPRK,  at  t he Mansudae Assembl y Hal l  t oday.  Pr esent  
t her e was v i ce- mi ni st er  of  f or ei gn af f ai r s  Kung Sok Ung.  
Af t er  r ecei v i ng cr edent i al s,  t he pr esi dent  had a t al k  wi t h t he ambassador .  
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 
2.  GERMAN DI PLOMATS TO ENJOY SPECI AL STATUS I N DPRK 
by Shi n Yong- bae,  The Kor ea Her al d,  3 Mar ch 2001 
 
Ger many became t he f i r s t  f or ei gn nat i on t o be per mi t t ed t o have t hei r  
di pl omat s and c i v i l i ans engage i n f r ee act i v i t i es i n Nor t h Kor ea when i t  
est abl i shed di pl omat i c  t i es wi t h t he Communi st  s t at e Thur sday.   But  t he 
agr eement  i s  expect ed t o i nv i t e s i mi l ar  demands f r om ot her  f or ei gn nat i ons 
t hat  have r ecent l y  opened t i es wi t h t he Nor t h,  Seoul  of f i c i al s  sai d 
yest er day.  
The Ger man Embassy i n Sout h Kor ea sai d Ger many had r eached a f our - poi nt  
agr eement  wi t h Nor t h Kor ea,  i nc l udi ng t he guar ant ee of  f r eedom by Ger man 
di pl omat s and ai d gr oups t o be st at i oned i n t he Nor t h.   The Nor t h' s  
guar ant ee 



i s  seen as a di pl omat i c  f avor  t o Ger many gi ven t he Pyongyang r egi me 
r est r i c t s  
movement s or  ot her  act i v i t i es of  f or ei gn di pl omat s and non- gover nment al  
or gani zat i on ( NGO)  member s r esi di ng i n i t s  count r y.  
For ei gn di pl omat s have been r equi r ed t o be st at i oned i n a speci al  di st r i c t  
desi gnat ed by t he Nor t h Kor ean gover nment  and obt ai n gover nment  per mi ssi on 
t o 
move out  of  t he zone.   The embassy sai d t he Nor t h al so agr eed t o guar ant ee 
Ger man ai d gr oups'  obser vat i on of  t he ai d di st r i but i on pr ocess,  pr ovi de t he 
necessar y f aci l i t i es f or  Ger man j our nal i s t s '  news cover age and di scuss t he 
non- pr ol i f er at i on of  t he Nor t h' s  weapons of  mass dest r uct i on and human 
r i ght s 
condi t i ons.  
Di pl omat i c  obser ver s sai d t he Nor t h seems t o have made f ar  mor e concessi ons 
t o Ger many t han ot her  Eur opean nat i ons wi t h whi ch i t  r ecent l y  f or ged 
di pl omat i c  r el at i ons.   Whi l e openi ng t i es wi t h Bel gi um and t he Net her l ands 
ear l y  t hi s  year ,  t he Nor t h accept ed t hei r  demands t o have t hei r  ambassador s 
t o Sout h Kor ea concur r ent l y  ser ve as envoys t o Pyongyang.  
" Ther e i s  a hi gh possi bi l i t y  t hat  t he Ger many- Nor t h Kor ea agr eement  wi l l  
l ead 
ot her  Eur opean nat i ons t o r ai se t he quest i on of  equi t y  t o Nor t h Kor ea, "  sai d 
an of f i c i al  at  t he Sout h Kor ean For ei gn Mi ni st r y.  
Ger many i s  t he l at est  Eur opean Uni on ( EU)  member  count r y t o nor mal i ze 
r el at i ons wi t h t he Nor t h,  whi ch has been act i vel y  engagi ng i n a di pl omat i c  
campai gn t o j oi n t he i nt er nat i onal  communi t y.   Among t he 15 EU member s,  f our  
count r i es -  Fr ance,  Luxembour g,  Gr eece and I r el and -  do not  have di pl omat i c  
l i nks wi t h t he Nor t h.  
" Ger many has deci ded t o open t i es wi t h Nor t h Kor ea f i gur i ng t hat  i t  wi l l  
cont r i but e t o havi ng t he Nor t h become a r esponsi bl e member  of  t he 
i nt er nat i onal  communi t y  and pr omot e i t s  r ef or m and openness, "  t he embassy 
sai d i n a pr ess r el ease.   " We al so bel i eve t hat  t he set up of  di pl omat i c  t i es 
wi l l  al so hel p open t he way f or  di al ogue wi t h t he Nor t h on ar eas of  mut ual  
concer n,  i nc l udi ng secur i t y  i ssues, "  accor di ng t o t he st at ement .  
Embassy of f i c i al s  sai d t hat  Ger many and Nor t h Kor ea had agr eed t o set  up a 
r esi dent  embassy at  t he ot her ' s  capi t al  and wi l l  soon appoi nt  new 
ambassador s.   Ger many has an embassy bui l di ng i n Pyongyang,  whi ch had been 
used by East  Ger many unt i l  t he r euni f i cat i on of  Ger many i n 1990,  and has 
oper at ed t he I nt er est  Sect i on as a di al ogue channel .  
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 
3.  AFTER LUXEMBOURG,  GREECE,  THEN I RELAND AND FRANCE? 
by Shi n Yong- bae,  The Kor ea Her al d,  7 Mar ch 2001 
 
Nor t h Kor ea' s  aggr essi ve di pl omat i c  campai gn t o nor mal i ze r el at i ons wi t h al l  
Eur opean Uni on ( EU)  member s i s  r eachi ng i t s  f i nal  s t ages as i t  has opened 
t i es wi t h most  of  t he EU st at es,  of f i c i al s  sai d her e yest er day.   I n i t s  
l at est  di pl omat i c  achi evement ,  Nor t h Kor ea added Luxembour g t o i t s  col umn of  
EU member s f or gi ng t i es wi t h t he Communi st  s t at e.  The Nor t h set  up t i es wi t h 
Ger many l ast  week and r epor t edl y  pl ans t o do so wi t h Gr eece t hi s  week at  t he 
l at est .  
Thi s  woul d decr ease t he number  of  EU st at es wi t hout  di pl omat i c  l i nks wi t h 
Nor t h Kor ea t o t wo -  Fr ance and I r el and.   " The r emai ni ng t wo count r i es ar e 
expect ed t o set  up di pl omat i c  t i es wi t h t he Nor t h wi t hi n t he f i r s t  hal f  of  
t hi s  year , "  sai d a gover nment  of f i c i al ,  speaki ng on condi t i on of  anonymi t y.  
I r el and al r eady expr essed i t s  wi l l  t o nor mal i ze r el at i ons wi t h t he Nor t h and 
Fr ance l ooks l i kel y  t o f ol l ow sui t  as t he Pyongyang r egi me seems r eady t o 
accept  Par i s '  condi t i ons f or  i mpr ovi ng t i es,  t he of f i c i al  sai d.  



Fr ance has t aken a def i ant  st ance on t he ear l y  openi ng of  t i es wi t h Nor t h 
Kor ea,  t aki ng i ssue wi t h t he Nor t h' s  human r i ght s condi t i on,  devel opment  of  
weapons of  mass dest r uct i on ( WMD)  and r est r i c t i on of  act i v i t i es of  f or ei gn 
non- gover nment al  or gani zat i on member s.  
But  obser ver s sai d Fr ance may soon st ar t  nor mal i zat i on t al ks wi t h Nor t h 
Kor ea 
as t he Nor t h sur pr i s i ngl y  accommodat ed i t s  demands t hat  wer e s i mi l ar  t o t he 
ones made by Ger many when t he t wo agr eed t o f or ge di pl omat i c  t i es Mar ch 1.  
Pyongyang agr eed t o guar ant ee t he f r ee movement  of  Ger man di pl omat s and ai d 
gr oup member s t o be st at i oned i n t he Nor t h and di scuss t he i ssues of  t he WMD 
and human r i ght s wi t h Ger many.  
I f  al l  of  t he EU member  st at es est abl i sh di pl omat i c  l i nks wi t h t he Nor t h,  i t  
woul d l ead t o t he nor mal i zat i on of  r el at i ons bet ween t he EU and t he Nor t h,  
t he obser ver s sai d.   Swedi sh Pr i me Mi ni st er  Gor an Per sson' s  pl an t o v i s i t  
t he 
Nor t h dur i ng t he f i r s t  hal f  of  t hi s  year  bol st er s t he possi bi l i t y  as Sweden 
cur r ent l y  hol ds t he r ot at i ng EU pr esi dency.  ( . . . )  
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 
FOCUS:  Canadi an Jour nal i s t s  v i s i t  DPRK 
 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 
4.  THE COLD WAR' S LAST OUTPOST 
by Mi r o Cer net i g,  The Gl obe and Mai l ,  Pyongyang,  28 Febr uar y 2001 
 
I n t hi s  cr umbl i ng st at e,  secr et  pol i ce l ur k i n t he shadows and pol i t i cal  
di ssent  i s  st i l l  a deadl y cr i me.  But  Canadi an di pl omat s wi l l  t ake Nor t h 
Kor ea 
out  of  i t s  hal f - cent ur y di pl omat i c  deep f r eeze t oday,  hopi ng i t s  r ecl usi ve 
l eader s can be per suaded t o change t hei r  ways.  
The hi st or i c  i ni t i at i ve i s  bei ng made because Canada bel i eves t he Democr at i c  
Peopl e' s  Republ i c  of  Kor ea i s  movi ng beyond i t s  " r ogue"  st at us - -  an i mage 
i ngr ai ned by t he ant i - West  r het or i c  of  i r on- f i s t ed l eader  Ki m Jong- i l ,  who 
has t hr eat ened t o bui l d a nucl ear - mi ssi l e ar senal  at  t he ver y t i me 22 
mi l l i on 
Nor t h Kor eans f ace f ami ne.  
Af t er  v i ewi ng t he gr ey capi t al  yest er day,  wher e of f i ce t ower s ar e 
hal f - compl et ed and peopl e wal k many k i l omet r es t o wor k because t her e ar e f ew 
means of  t r anspor t ,  Canadi an di pl omat  Howar d Bal l och sai d Pyongyang r emi nds 
hi m of  Chi na or  East er n Eur ope 20 year s ago,  dur i ng t he Col d War .  
I ndeed,  t he c i t y  i s  c l oaked i n pol l ut i on f r om agi ng 1950s power  pl ant s not  
f ar  f r om t he c i t y  cent r e.  Ent er i ng Pyongyang i s  t o st ep back i n t i me:  
f i ve- st ar  hot el s  st i l l  have 1950s- vi nt age r ot ar y phones - -  whi ch ever yone 
assumes ar e bugged - -  and gr een- sui t ed sol di er s ar e ever ywher e.   Al ong t he 
st r eet s t he onl y spl ash of  col our  ar e gi gant i c  pr opaganda post er s of  t he Ki m 
dynast y.  
A s i gn of  how f ar  Nor t h Kor ea needs t o go can be f ound at  t he i nt er sect i ons 
of  t he capi t al ' s  br oad boul evar ds:  Pol i cewomen wear i ng sky- bl ue,  f ur - l i ned 
uni f or ms wave commands at  near l y  empt y st r eet s,  save f or  t he occasi onal  
r ust i ng t r uck,  di l api dat ed bus or  t he shi ni ng convoys of  gover nment  
Mer cedes,  
used t o shi p VI Ps and of f i c i al s  ar ound under  c l ose guar d.  
Mr .  Bal l och,  Canada' s ambassador  t o Chi na,  l anded i n Pyongyang' s ai r por t  
yest er day and wi l l  open di pl omat i c  r el at i ons at  a meet i ng t oday,  af t er  he 
l ays a wr eat h at  t he monol i t hi c  monument  t o Nor t h Kor ea' s  " et er nal  
pr esi dent , "  t he l at e Ki m I l - sung.   Mr .  Bal l och sai d Ot t awa bel i eves endi ng 



Nor t h Kor ea' s  i sol at i on wi l l  be anot her  cont r i but i on t owar d br i ngi ng t he 
count r y i nt o t he i nt er nat i onal  f ol d,  per suadi ng i t  t o move ahead on 
pol i t i cal  
and economi c r ef or ms and br i ng peace t o t he Kor ean peni nsul a.  
" Thi s i s  s i mpl y a st ep, "  sai d Mr .  Bal l och,  who i s  maki ng hi s  f i r s t  v i s i t  t o 
t he i nsul ar  count r y.  " I t  i s  not  a maj or  br eakt hr ough,  nor  do we pr et end t hat  
i t  wi l l  f undament al l y  change [ Nor t h Kor ea' s]  r el at i ons wi t h t he r est  of  t he 
wor l d. "  
Canada,  whi ch has j oi ned ot her  nat i ons i n t r y i ng t o al l ev i at e t he st ar vat i on 
i n Nor t h Kor ea' s  devast at ed economy t o st abi l i ze t he count r y,  has al r eady 
gi ven mor e t han $30- mi l l i on i n humani t ar i an ai d s i nce 1997.  Di pl omat i c  
r el at i ons wi l l  mean mor e f or  ai d i n t he year s t o come,  but  t hose r el at i ons,  
Mr .  Bal l och added,  wi l l  al so mean Ot t awa can bet t er  ensur e t he secr et i ve 
r egi me i s  spendi ng Canada' s ai d money pr oper l y.  
" I  t hi nk Canadi ans have a st ake i n what  i s  happeni ng her e.  We want  t o make 
sur e t hat  t axpayer s '  money i s  bei ng spent  i n t he way i t  was i nt ended. "  
Ot t awa r emai ns caut i ous,  however .  I t  wi l l  not  open an embassy or  mi ssi on i n 
Nor t h Kor ea yet ,  but  i nst ead admi ni st er  mat t er s out  of  t he embassy i n 
Bei j i ng.  
Nor t h Kor ea' s  decades- l ong i sol at i on f ol l owed t he Communi st  Nor t h' s  i nvasi on 
of  t he Sout h i n 1950.  That  l ed t o t he Kor ean War ,  a bl oody conf l i c t  t hat  
l ef t  
t wo mi l l i on casual t i es and ended i n a st al emat e,  wi t h t he Kor ean Peni nsul a 
di v i ded at  t he 38t h par al l el .   Wi t h t he end of  t he Col d War ,  t he col l apse of  
t he Sovi et  Uni on and t he cr umbl i ng of  t he Ber l i n Wal l ,  t he t wo Kor eas r emai n 
t he l ast  maj or  schi sm of  t he post - Second Wor l d War  per i od.  Nor t h and Sout h 
Kor ean ar mi es st i l l  f ace each ot her  acr oss t he bar bed wi r e and mi nef i el ds of  
t he Demi l i t ar i zed Zone,  r eady f or  war .  
The Nor t h,  whi ch has been at t empt i ng t o const r uct  nucl ear  weapons,  bui l ds 
mi ssi l es t hat  ar e expor t ed t o pl aces such as I r an.  That  has ear ned i t  t he 
t i t l e of  r ogue st at e f r om t he Uni t ed St at es,  wher e Nor t h Kor ea i s  of t en hel d 
up as a r eason t o bui l d t he pr oposed $60- bi l l i on ( U. S. )  ant i mi ssi l e shi el d.  
Despi t e a past  t hat  saw Nor t h Kor ea l i nked t o t he 1987 bombi ng of  a Sout h 
Kor ean ai r l i ner ,  whi ch k i l l ed 115 peopl e,  and t he assassi nat i on of  member s 
of  
t he Sout h Kor ean gover nment  v i s i t i ng Bur ma i n 1983,  Nor t h Kor ea' s  r ecl usi ve 
Mr .  Ki m i s  openi ng up t o t he wor l d.   The t haw began l ast  June,  when he met  
wi t h Sout h Kor ean Pr esi dent  Ki m Dae- j ung i n Pyongyang,  a move t hat  many saw 
as t he begi nni ng of  t he end of  t he mi l i t ar y st andof f .  
Canada' s deci s i on t o open di pl omat i c  r el at i ons - -  f ol l owi ng I t al y  and 
Aust r al i a i n t he past  f ew mont hs - -  s t ems f r om t hat  hi st or i c  meet i ng,  whi ch 
ear ned Ki m Dae- j ung t he Nobel  Peace Pr i ze.  
The Nor t h' s  i nt ent i ons,  however ,  r emai n uncer t ai n.  Whi l e many bel i eve Ki m 
Jong- i l  i s  r eady t o st ar t  r ef or mi ng hi s  st at e' s  command economy,  ot her s 
bel i eve i t  i s  embar ki ng on a shr ewd ef f or t  t o obt ai n mor e West er n ai d money.  
Hi s c i t i zens ar e f aci ng t he wor st  condi t i ons of  t he count r y ' s  hi st or y.  
Fami ne 
i s  r ampant ,  f act or i es have gr ound t o a hal t ,  el ect r i cal  bl ackout s ar e 
r out i ne.  A r ecent  UN sur vey f ound t hat  t wo- t hi r ds of  chi l dr en ar e 
mal nour i shed and ai d wor ker s say t he count r y i s  suf f er i ng f r om anot her  
br ut al  
wi nt er .  
Mr .  Ki m has made concessi ons t o t he West  and t o Sout h Kor ea,  whi ch Canada 
and 
ot her  count r i es bel i eve i s  a s i gnal  of  mor e openness and r ef or m.  Dur i ng l ast  
year ' s  summi t  wi t h hi s  sout her n count er par t ,  Mr .  Ki m sai d hi s  goal  i s  t o end 
t he mi l i t ar y st andof f  and event ual l y  r euni f y  t he t wo Kor eas.  As a s i gn of  



good f ai t h,  he al l owed r euni on v i s i t s  of  f ami l i es f r om t he Nor t h and Sout h,  
and t her e have been r umour s he wi l l  v i s i t  Sout h Kor ea l at er  t hi s  year .  
Meanwhi l e,  t he new Bush admi ni st r at i on i n Washi ngt on i s  t aki ng a har der  l i ne 
agai nst  Nor t h Kor ea,  cal l i ng f or  a r eanal ysi s  of  f or mer  pr esi dent  Bi l l  
Cl i nt on' s  push t o end i t s  i sol at i on.  
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 
5.  CANADA ENDS 50- YEAR CHI LL WI TH DPRK 
by Mar t i n Regg Cohn,  The Tor ont o St ar ,  Pyongyang,  28 Febr uar y,  2001 
 
Di pl omat i c  t i es est abl i shed t oday wi t h Pyongyang.  
A hal f - cent ur y of  host i l i t y  comes t o an end t oday as Canada' s 
newl y- appoi nt ed 
ambassador  t o Nor t h Kor ea i naugur at es di pl omat i c  r el at i ons wi t h t he wor l d' s  
most  i sol at ed nat i on.  
Howar d Bal l och st epped of f  an agi ng,  Russi an- bui l t  Ai r  Kor yo I l yushi n 62 at  
Pyongyang' s desol at e ai r por t  yest er day,  af t er  a shor t  f l i ght  f r om hi s  base 
i n 
Bei j i ng wher e he wi l l  cont i nue as Canada' s ambassador  t o Chi na.   The 
Canadi an 
del egat i on was whi sked al ong wi de boul evar ds ber ef t  of  car s,  whi l e wor k 
gangs 
al ong t he r out e st ar ed at  t he passi ng convoy.  
Bal l och was schedul ed t o f or mal l y  pr esent  hi s  cr edent i al s  t o Ki m Yong- nam,  
pr esi dent  of  t he Supr eme Peopl e' s  Assembl y.  For  pr ot ocol  r easons,  Kor ea' s  
par amount  r ul er ,  Ki m Jong- i l ,  does not  nor mal l y  r ecei ve ambassador s 
per sonal l y ,  t hough a v i s i t  wi t h Bal l och has not  been r ul ed out .  
Canada i s  anxi ous t o est abl i sh a di pl omat i c  pr esence i n what  has l ong been 
known as t he " Her mi t  Ki ngdom"  i n or der  t o hel p coax i t  f ur t her  i nt o t he 
i nt er nat i onal  ar ena,  r educi ng t he r i sks of  i nst abi l i t y  i n t he heavi l y  ar med 
Kor ean peni nsul a.   Canadi an t r oops f ought  al ongsi de Sout h Kor ea and t he 
West er n al l i es i n t he 1950- 53 Kor ean War ,  and t he Nor t h' s  bui l d- up of  
weapons 
-  backed by mor e t han 1 mi l l i on t r oops -  cont i nue t o unset t l e nei ghbour i ng 
Japan and Sout h Kor ea.  
" I ' m convi nced t hat  t hi s  i s  par t  of  a pr ocess t hat  wi l l  l ead t o l ess and 
l ess 
i sol at i on,  and mor e exposur e f or  t he Democr at i c  Peopl e' s  Republ i c  of  Kor ea, "  
Bal l och t ol d a smal l  gr oup of  Canadi an j our nal i s t s  whose v i sa appl i cat i ons 
wer e appr oved at  t he l ast  mi nut e by Nor t h Kor ea.  
" The hi ghest  pr i or i t y  i s  t o engage t he gover nment  i n Pyongyang on i mpor t ant  
nat i onal  secur i t y  i ssues, "  he sai d,  descr i bi ng Nor t h Kor ea as " a count r y 
t hat  
does not  see eye t o eye wi t h us on most  i nt er nat i onal  i ssues. "  
But  bi l at er al  t i es ar e gr owi ng despi t e t he di f f er ences.   Wi t h Nor t h Kor ea 
r eel i ng f r om year s of  f ami ne and economi c col l apse,  Canada i s  t he 
f i f t h- bi ggest  cont r i but or  of  humani t ar i an ai d.   Wi t h t i es r enewed,  Ot t awa 
hopes i t s  di pl omat s wi l l  gai n gr eat er  access t o r emot e cor ner s of  t he 
count r y 
t hat  have benef i t t ed f r om mor e t han $30 mi l l i on i n assi st ance f r om Canada 
s i nce 1997,  most  of  i t  t hr ough t he Wor l d Food Pr ogr am.  
" Canadi ans have a st ake i n what  happens her e, "  Bal l och sai d.  " We wi sh t o 
ensur e t hat  t hat  money i s  spent  i n t he way i t  was i nt ended. "  Bal l och added 
he 
was st r uck by Nor t h Kor ea' s  economi c pl i ght  on hi s  f i r s t  day her e,  r ecal l i ng 
s i mi l ar  scenes i n Chi na and East er n Eur ope i n past  decades.  The di f f i cul t  
condi t i ons on t he gr ound her e ar e det er r i ng Ot t awa f r om openi ng an embassy 



i n 
Pyongyang any t i me soon.  
" We know f r om ot her  count r i es '  exper i ences t hat  i t ' s  not  an easy pl ace t o 
open a mi ssi on"  at  t hi s  st age,  Bal l och sai d.  " Our  r el at i onshi p i s  s i mpl y not  
mat ur e enough. "  Nor t h Kor ea i nt ends t o open an embassy i n Ot t awa i n t he near  
f ut ur e,  but  Bal l och wi l l  handl e r el at i ons f r om hi s  base i n near by Bei j i ng.  
The pr el ude t o t hi s  week' s  est abl i shment  of  di pl omat i c  r el at i ons wi t h Nor t h 
Kor ea came near l y  a year  ago,  when Ot t awa bel at edl y  r ecogni zed t he 
Democr at i c  
Peopl e' s  Republ i c  of  Kor ea as a st at e f or  t he f i r s t  t i me.   Though 
compar i sons 
ar e of t en made wi t h Canada' s ear l y  deci s i on t o r ecogni ze t he Peopl e' s  
Republ i c  of  Chi na mor e t han 30 year s ago,  t hi s  t i me Ot t awa i s  f ar  down t he 
l i s t  of  count r i es t o open a di al ogue wi t h Nor t h Kor ea.  
Sweden has l ong had an embassy i n Pyongyang,  and has l ooked af t er  Canadi an 
consul ar  i nt er est s her e.   Encour aged by Sout h Kor ea' s  at t empt  at  
r appr ochement  wi t h t he Nor t h,  ni ne count r i es j oi ned t he l i s t  l ast  year ,  
not abl y t hose pr ovi di ng bi l at er al  ai d t o Pyongyang.  
" Canada i sn' t  at  t he f r ont  of  t he engagement  t r ai n as we wer e wi t h Chi na 30 
year s ago, "  says Uni ver s i t y  of  Br i t i sh Col umbi a pr of essor  Paul  Evans.  " We' r e 
i n t he mi ddl e of  t he t r ai n. "  Evans sai d i n an i nt er v i ew t hat  Ot t awa' s 
appr oach i s  based on r eal pol i t i k ,  and geopol i t i cal  consi der at i ons.  The 
pr essur e f or  c l oser  t i es i sn' t  comi ng f r om bi g busi ness,  but  f r om academi cs 
who ar e anxi ous about  st abi l i z i ng an of t en vol at i l e r egi on.  
" Anybody who pushed t he t r ade s i de woul d be t hi nki ng of  50 year s f r om now,  
not  t omor r ow, "  sai d Donal d Ri cker d,  who t eaches Asi an busi ness st udi es at  
t he 
Uni ver s i t y  of  Tor ont o.  " Our  gr eat  i nt er est  i s  i n seei ng t hat  a secur e Nor t h 
East  Asi a s i t uat i on emer ges. "  Canada' s di pl omat i c  i ni t i at i ve has been a l ong 
t i me i n t he maki ng.  A bi l at er al  di al ogue was moot ed i n t he 1990s when Joe 
Cl ar k was ext er nal  af f ai r s  mi ni st er ,  but  made l i t t l e headway because of  
st r ong Amer i can opposi t i on.  Last  year ,  r el at i ons war med up when f our  
of f i c i al s  f r om Nor t h Kor ea' s  f or ei gn mi ni st r y  v i s i t ed Canada and at t ended a 
hockey game on t hei r  f r ee ni ght .  
Now,  t he di pl omat i c  t i es have ended f i ve decades of  host i l i t y  wi t h t he 
Communi st  s t at e.   Few obser ver s ar e expect i ng any ear t hshaki ng ef f ect s f r om 
t he i ni t i at i ve,  because Nor t h Kor ea' s  mor i bund economy of f er s f ew t r ade 
pr ospect s f or  Canada,  and cul t ur al  t i es bet ween t he t wo count r i es ar e 
mi ni mal .  
However ,  Ot t awa bel i eves i t s  i nt er est s ar e best  ser ved by encour agi ng 
st abi l i t y  i n East  Asi a,  wher e Canada has s i gni f i cant  t r ade t i es wi t h Japan,  
Chi na and Sout h Kor ea.  Di pl omat i c  t i es wi l l  al so make i t  easi er  t o di sbur se 
humani t ar i an ai d t o t he Nor t h t o hel p i t  cope wi t h di sast r ous f ood 
shor t f al l s  
t hat  have r esul t ed i n up t o 3 mi l l i on deat hs f r om st ar vat i on.  
A Bei j i ng- based r epr esent at i ve of  t he Canadi an I nt er nat i onal  Devel opment  
Agency i s  accompanyi ng t he ambassador  on t hi s  week' s  v i s i t .  Si nce 1995,  t he 
Wor l d Food Pr ogr am,  a Uni t ed Nat i ons agency,  has del i ver ed about  $1 bi l l i on 
i n f ood ai d.  
Anal yst s bel i eve di ver s i f y i ng Nor t h Kor ea' s  di pl omat i c  t i es r educes t he r i sk 
t hat  t he new har dl i ne Republ i can admi ni st r at i on i n Washi ngt on mi ght  t r y  t o 
i sol at e Pyongyang once agai n.  Nor t h Kor ea' s  obj ect i ve i s  t o be r emoved f r om 
Washi ngt on' s  l i s t  of  " st at es t hat  sponsor  t er r or i sm, "  a desi gnat i on t hat  was 
appl i ed af t er  i t s  i nvol vement  i n t he mi dai r  bombi ng of  a Sout h Kor ean pl ane 
near  Bur ma 14 year s ago t hat  k i l l ed 115 peopl e.  
I ndeed,  Nor t h Kor ea i s  keen t o cement  t i es wi t h Ot t awa because of  i t s  
pr oxi mi t y  t o Washi ngt on,  and i t s  per cei ved i nf l uence wi t h t he U. S.  



gover nment .  Canada i s  bel i eved t o be t he f i r s t  count r y per mi t t ed t o br i ng i n 
a smal l  gr oup of  j our nal i s t s  t o accompany an ambassador ' s  mai den voyage.  
I t al y  was t he f i r s t  of  t he i ndust r i al i zed count r i es t o get  t he bal l  r ol l i ng 
l ast  year ,  f ol l owed by Aust r al i a,  t he Phi l i ppi nes and Br i t ai n.  Last  mont h,  
t he Net her l ands set  up t i es,  f ol l owed by Bel gi um.  Canada f or mal l y  announced 
di pl omat i c  t i es Feb.  6,  f ol l owed by Spai n t he next  day.  
Gr eece and Luxembour g wi l l  f ol l ow soon,  l eavi ng Fr ance as a conspi cuous 
hol dout .  The Fr ench gover nment  ar gues Pyongyang must  f i r s t  i mpr ove i t s  human 
r i ght s r ecor d and commi t  i t sel f  t o t he nucl ear  Non- Pr ol i f er at i on Tr eat y.  I t  
al so i nsi st s  t hat  Nor t h Kor ea gi ve non- gover nment al  or gani zat i ons f r ee 
access 
i n t he count r y,  and gr ant  ent r y  v i sas t o Eur opean j our nal i s t s.  
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 
6.  SLOWLY,  DPR KOREA' S MASK I S SLI PPI NG 
Mar t i n Regg Cohn,  Asi a Bur eau,  The Tor ont o St ar ,  Pyongyang,  5 Mar ch 2001 
 
They wi pe away t ear s and st i f l e sobs,  t he f aces of  a nat i on i n mour ni ng.  
Mi l l i ons have di ed f r om f ami ne and di sease i n t hi s  i sol at ed Communi st  
encl ave,  and t housands mor e ar e doomed t o a s i mi l ar  f at e.  But  on t hi s  day,  
t he weepi ng masses ar e not  sheddi ng t ear s f or  t hei r  f el l ow Nor t h Kor eans.  
Cr owded i nt o Pyongyang' s Memor i al  Pal ace,  t hey ar e over come wi t h emot i on by 
t he s i ght  of  et er ni t y  i ncar nat e:  The Gr eat  Leader ,  Comr ade Ki m I l  Sung -  hi s  
cor pse pumped wi t h embal mi ng f l ui ds,  hi s  l eat her y ski n swat hed i n makeup,  
hi s  
essence encased i n a cr yst al  sar cophagus.   Fat her  of  t he nat i on.  He f ost er ed 
a cul t  of  per sonal i t y ,  suf f ocat ed i t s  pol i t i cs,  and pr esi ded over  a st unt ed 
economy t hat  cul mi nat ed i n f ami ne.  
St i l l ,  t hey wor shi p hi m.  Ei ght  year s af t er  hi s  deat h at  age 82,  he r emai ns 
t he count r y ' s  Et er nal  Pr esi dent  -  t he onl y  wor l d l eader  who r ul es f r om hi s  
gr ave.  
As t housands of  mour ner s l i ne up f or  a gl i mpse of  t he Gr eat  Leader  on t hi s  
day,  Howar d Bal l och -  Canada' s new ambassador  t o Pyongyang -  has j oi ned t hem 
f or  t he mandat or y di pl omat i c  pi l gr i mage.  For  f or ei gn v i s i t or s,  t he 
monument al i t y  and t he mi nut i ae say much about  a r egi me t hat  st i l l  hol ds so 
many peopl e under  i t s  spel l .  ( . . . )  
Wi t h Bal l och pr esent i ng hi s  ambassador i al  cr edent i al s,  Canada became t he 
l at est  t o j oi n a gr owi ng l i s t  of  West er n count r i es r eady t o deal  wi t h 
Pyongyang.  Nor t h Kor ea r ar el y  gr ant s pr ess v i sas,  but  Bal l och was 
accompani ed 
by f our  Canadi an news or gani zat i ons -  appar ent l y  because t he Nor t h Kor eans 
assumed t hat  The Tor ont o St ar ,  The Gl obe and Mai l ,  La Pr esse and t he CBC 
wer e 
al l  gover nment - cont r ol l ed medi a.  
Most l y,  t hough,  t he mask r emai ns i n pl ace.   Even i n i t s  moment  of  gr eat est  
need,  Nor t h Kor ea i s  obsessed wi t h show- and- t el l .   On t he eve of  t he 
Canadi an 
ambassador ' s  v i s i t ,  t he cash- st ar ved gover nment  announced pl ans t o bui l d 
anot her  monument  -  a 30- met r e- hi gh t r i but e t o r euni f i cat i on of  nor t h and 
sout h -  i n a capi t al  al r eady over bur dened by hubr i s.  ( . . . )  
But  even i n t he showpi ece t hat  i s  Pyongyang,  cr acks appear  i n t he f acade.  
Publ i c  bui l di ngs ar e unheat ed,  f or c i ng hospi t al  pat i ent s and gover nment  
of f i c i al s  t o wear  wi nt er  par kas i ndoor s.  I n st at e- owned shops,  sal es of  
Doubl e Happi ness Super  Longs ar e br i sk as f r i gi d buyer s st ock up on t her mal  
under wear .  
Beyond t he bone- chi l l i ng col d i s  t he ever - pr esent  spect r e of  f ood shor t ages 
f or  c i t y  dwel l er s,  who ar e i nel i gi bl e f or  t he f or ei gn ai d ear mar ked f or  t he 



count r ysi de.   Out s i de t he capi t al ,  wat er  t r eat ment  pl ant s have br oken down 
and hospi t al s  l ack el ect r i c i t y ,  l eavi ng r ur al  peopl e vul ner abl e t o di sease 
and deat h.   I t  i s  a s i ght  f ew f or ei gner s get  t o see.  
" Condi t i ons out s i de Pyongyang ar e much mor e di f f i cul t , "  says Davi d Mor t on,  
who di r ect s Uni t ed Nat i ons r el i ef  oper at i ons i n Nor t h Kor ea.  " They ar e weak 
and under nour i shed.  . . .  I t  doesn' t  t ake much t o t i p t hem over  t he edge. ' '  
One 
Canadi an who has had access t o t he count r ysi de sai d he of t en saw women and 
chi l dr en f or agi ng f or  gr ai ns of  r i ce l ef t  behi nd by passi ng t r ucks.  When 
shi pment s of  cooki ng oi l  l eaked on t o a muddy r oad,  v i l l ager s r ushed t o t he 
puddl es and l adl ed t he oi l  i nt o bucket s t o br i ng home.  
Mor e t han $1 bi l l i on i n f or ei gn ai d has pour ed i nt o t he count r y s i nce 1997 -  
some $33 mi l l i on f r om Canada,  t he f i f t h- bi ggest  donor  -  yet  t he count r y 
r emai ns on l i f e suppor t .  Despi t e gover nment  pr opaganda t hat  bad weat her  i s  
t o 
bl ame,  t he causes ar e mor e f undament al .   I n f act ,  t he economy i s  comat ose 
l ar gel y because Chi na and t he f or mer  Sovi et  Uni on have cut  of f  subsi di es t o 
t hei r  f or mer  c l i ent  st at e.  Unabl e t o cont i nue bar t er i ng cement  f or  pr eci ous 
f uel ,  Nor t h Kor ea gr ound t o a hal t .  ( . . . )  
For  t he moment ,  humani t ar i an ai d i s  hel pi ng t o f eed peopl e,  but  l i t t l e el se.  
Af t er  t he bl oat ed mi l i t ar y i s  t aken car e of ,  t her e ar e f ew f unds l ef t  over  
f or  Nor t h Kor ea' s  i mpover i shed masses,  who ar e i ncr easi ngl y  vul ner abl e t o 
di sease.  
" Peopl e ar e st i l l  dy i ng, "  Mor t on says gr i ml y.   Even mal ar i a,  a di sease t hat  
t hr i ves i n t he t r opi cs and had once been er adi cat ed,  i s  maki ng a comeback i n 
Nor t h Kor ea,  says Jani ce El l oway,  a Canadi an publ i c- heal t h wor ker  wi t h t he 
Red Cr oss.   The mosqui t o- bor ne di sease af f l i c t ed 100, 000 peopl e l ast  year .  
Medi cal  equi pment  i s  mi ni mal  i n t he count r ysi de,  and l acki ng enough f ood,  
peopl e use cor n husks and ot her  i ndi gest i bl e pl ant s t o f i l l  t hei r  s t omachs,  
and dr i nk cont ami nat ed wat er .  ( . . . )  
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 
7.  AI D WORKERS STRUGGLE FOR ACCESS I N HUNGRY DPRK 
by Mi r o Cer net i g,  The Gl obe and Mai l ,  Pyongyang,  7 Mar ch 2001 
 
I t ' s  Fr i day ni ght ,  t he end of  anot her  week of  t r y i ng t o f eed Nor t h Kor ea' s  
hungr y,  and t he f or ei gn ai d wor ker s ar e set t l ed i n at  a t wo- r oom bar ,  
cr acki ng open a f ew pr eci ous t i ns of  i mpor t ed beer ,  shoot i ng some pool  and 
commi ser at i ng about  l i f e i n a pol i ce st at e.  
" We cal l  t hi s  pl ace t he Random Access Cl ub because t hat ' s  what  we don' t  get  
i n Nor t h Kor ea, "  sai d one ai d wor ker ,  who l i ke ever yone el se i n t he smal l  
f or ei gn communi t y  asked not  t o be named f or  f ear  of  r epr i sal s  f r om t he 
xenophobi c r egi me of  Ki m Jong- I l .   " Ther e' s  no way f or  us t o check t hat  al l  
t he humani t ar i an ai d goes t o t he r i ght  pl aces. "  
For  ai d wor ker s,  r andom access means bei ng abl e t o poi nt  t o a v i l l age,  an 
or phanage or  r ur al  mar ket  and say t o l ocal  of f i c i al s,  " Take me t her e, "  t o 
ensur e t hat  ai d i sn' t  endi ng up i n t he wr ong hands.   The l ack of  such spot  
checks of t en pl agues i nt er nat i onal  r el i ef  ef f or t s,  wher e bags of  gr ai n and 
desper at el y  needed medi c i nes end up wi t h bl ack- mar ket  pr of i t eer s.  
But  i n t he Democr at i c  Peopl e' s  Republ i c  of  Nor t h Kor ea,  whose l eader s don' t  
much car e f or  democr acy and cr ui se t hr ough empt y st r eet s i n t hei r  Mer cedes 
whi l e hal f  t he count r y ' s  chi l dr en f ace mal nut r i t i on,  t he l ack of  r andom 
access i s  a ser i ous concer n.  
Nor t h Kor ea r anks as t he bi ggest  pr oj ect  i n t he Wor l d Food Pr ogr am' s 
hi st or y,  
wi t h mor e t han $856- mi l l i on ( U. S. )  spent  s i nce 1995,  most  of  i t  t ar get ed t o 
chi l dr en.   Canadi an t axpayer s have k i cked i n $30- mi l l i on s i nce 1997,  wi t h 



mi l l i ons mor e expect ed now t hat  Ot t awa has of f i c i al l y  opened di pl omat i c  
r el at i ons wi t h Pyongyang.   The naggi ng quest i on f or  ai d gr oups i s  whet her  
t he 
l ar gesse i s  get t i ng t o t hose who need i t ,  or  whet her  i t ' s  f eedi ng a di ct at or  
and hi s  cr oni es.  
" Ever ywher e you go i n Nor t h Kor ea,  we ar e r equi r ed t o be wi t h an of f i c i al  
handl er , "  sai d anot her  ai d wor ker .  " The Nor t h Kor eans won' t  l et  you go t o 
mar ket s,  t o see how t he f ood i s  bei ng di spensed.  To see a v i l l age,  you need 
t o ask f or  per mi ssi on f our  and f i ve days i n advance. "  
Such del ays mean i t  i s  i mpossi bl e t o know i f  what  ai d wor ker s see on 
i nspect i on t our s i s  r eal .  Whi l e t hey r el y  on i nt ui t i on and quest i ons t hat  
may 
pr ovi de t he t r ut h,  t hey must  j oust  wi t h t he Communi st  r egi me,  mast er s of  t he 
st aged t our .  
That  was evi dent  dur i ng a t our  by Canadi an di pl omat s,  who came t o Pyongyang 
l ast  week t o open di pl omat i c  r el at i ons.  Thei r  t our  of  t he capi t al  f ocused on 
monument s and a showcase hospi t al  and or phanage.  ( When t hey asked t o see a 
hockey ar ena,  t hey f ound t hat  t he mi nut e t hey ent er ed t he r i nk,  a smal l  
cr owd 
myst er i ousl y  f i l ed i n,  as i f  or di nar y c i t i zens wer e suddenl y i nt er est ed i n 
t he t eam' s pr act i ce moves. )  " Ther e' s  no doubt  t hat  some of  t he ai d we 
pr ovi de 
i sn' t  goi ng t o t he r i ght  peopl e, "  sai d a t hi r d f or ei gn ai d wor ker .  " But  
t her e 
i s  no doubt  t hat  much of  i t  i s  r eachi ng i t s  t ar get .  Look at  t he peopl e - -  
t hei r  heal t h has i mpr oved. "  
Two year s ago,  Pyongyang' s st r eet s wer e empt y of  chi l dr en;  60 per  cent  f aced 
mal nut r i t i on and wer e t oo weak t o go out s i de.  That  number  has dr opped t o 40 
per  cent  i n t he wake of  i nt er nat i onal  ai d.  On t hei r  r ecent  v i s i t ,  Canadi an 
di pl omat s saw j ogger s,  and chi l dr en pl ayi ng out s i de af t er  school .  
" We t hi nk t he anecdot al  evi dence shows t hat  most  of  t he ai d i s  goi ng t o t he 
peopl e who need i t , "  sai d a Wor l d Food Pr ogr am of f i c i al .  But  t hat  i s  st i l l  
onl y  a guess.  The gover nment ,  whi ch has l i mi t ed t he f or ei gn communi t y  t o 
about  90 peopl e,  won' t  gi ve l ong- t er m vi sas t o f or ei gner s who speak Kor ean,  
f ear i ng t hey may penet r at e t he pol i ce st at e' s  cont r ol s.  I ndependent  
i nt er v i ews,  wi t hout  t he pr esence of  of f i c i al s,  ar e near l y  i mpossi bl e.  
The gover nment  v i ews t he capi t al  c i t y  as i t s  economi c showcase.  Meanwhi l e,  
ai d wor ker s say,  dai l y  scenes of  desper at e hunger  ar e v i s i bl e ever ywher e 
el se 
i n t he count r y of  22 mi l l i on.  " I  have seen women scoopi ng t he t op of  
puddl es,  
t o t r y  t o save t he cooki ng oi l  t hat  has l eaked f r om cont ai ner s, "  sai d an ai d 
wor ker .  " Chi l dr en wai t  f or  hour s by our  l oadi ng docks,  hopi ng t o st eal  a 
handf ul  of  gr ai n. "  
I nt er nat i onal  ai d wor ker s say t hat  even t hough Nor t h Kor ea won' t  pr ovi de 
f r eedom t o moni t or  pr oj ect s,  mor e humani t ar i an ai d i s  essent i al .  " The 
s i t uat i on f or  chi l dr en cont i nues t o be gr ave, "  sai d Andr ew Mor r i s ,  a Uni cef  
ai d wor ker .  Mal nut r i t i on r at es ar e i mpr ovi ng,  but  anot her  cr i s i s  coul d be 
i mmi nent .  
The r ecent  f ami nes may be over ,  but  di sease i s  st i l l  pr eval ent  and chi l dhood 
vacci ne st ocks wi l l  r un out  by summer .  " Ther e i s  a r eal  r i sk t hat  t he 
nat i onal  vacci nat i on pr ogr am may have t o t empor ar i l y  st op unl ess new f unds 
ar e ur gent l y  i dent i f i ed - -  a compl et el y  unaccept abl e s i t uat i on, "  he sai d.  
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
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